Speaker Bios for: The Mutations of Anti-Gender Politics and the Rise of Neo-Fascism
Latife Akyüz is a sociologist specializing in state borders, gender, migration, and exile studies. She earned her PhD from Middle East Technical University (METU) in 2013 with a dissertation titled “Ethnicity and Gender Dynamics of Living in Borderlands: The Case of Hopa-Turkey.” From 2014 to 2016, she worked as an Assistant Professor at Düzce University before being dismissed, along with many Academics for Peace, due to political pressures. Forced to leave Turkey, she became a Philipp Schwartz Fellow at Goethe University (2016-2019) and a Senior Einstein Research Fellow at Humboldt University, Berlin. Currently, Dr. Akyüz is a Senior Research Fellow at European University Viadrina and co-investigator in the RESIST Horizon Europe Project, where she coordinates the transnational case of people living in exile in Europe. She is also the co-editor of the forthcoming book Exiled Intellectuals: Encounters, Conflicts, and Experiences in Transnational Context.
Kath Browne's (Prof. Geographies of Sexualities and Genders) research focuses on social justice, inequalities and polarisations. She has explored how LGBTQ lives can be ameliorated, including through Liveable Lives (with Niharika Banerjea). She has explored opposition to sexual and gender equalities through the concept of heteroactivism (with Catherine Jean Nash). She is the project coordinator for RESIST: Fostering Queer Feminist Intersectional Resistances against Transnational Anti-Gender Politics.

Sonia Corrêa is involved in research and advocacy activities related to gender equality, health and sexuality, from the late 1970s. Between 1992 and 2009 she coordinated the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights Program at DAWN,– Development Alternatives with Women for a new Era, a global South feminist network,    of which she is presently a Board Member.  Since 2002 she is a research associate at the Brazilian Interdisciplinary Association for AIDS where with Richard Parker she co-chairs the Sexuality Policy Watch program (SPW). She has published extensively in Portuguese, English and Spanish and lectured in various academic institutions, more recently (2016-2017) at the Department of Gender Studies of the London School of Economics. She is a member of the Editorial Board of the Palgrave Book Series Global Queer Politics.  

Éric Fassin is a professor of sociology and gender studies in the department of political science (Paris 8) affiliated with the research center Sophiapol (Paris Nanterre). He is also a senior member of Institut Universitaire de France. He works on gender, sexuality, race and immigration as democratic issues. He defines himself as a sociologue engagé, as his public interventions on these issues are thus related to his work as a social scientist. 2024 publications: State Anti-Intellectualism and the Politics of Gender & Race. Illiberal France and Beyond, CEU Press, Budapest; Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven, la artista que dio cuerpo a la vanguardia (with Joana Masó), Arcadia, Barcelona; Misère de l’anti-intellectualisme. Du procès en wokisme au chantage à l’antisémitisme, Textuel, Paris; « Libertés académiques et démocratie », Revue des droits de l’homme, October 15, 2024. 2025 publications (forthcoming): Études de genre, Que Sais-Je ?, PUF; Les hermaphrodites, by Michel Foucault, first edition (with Arianna Sforzini), Gallimard.
Clare Hemmings is Professor of Feminist Theory in the Department of Gender Studies at the London School of Economics, where she has worked since 1999. Her main interests are histories of queer feminist theories and the development of alternative stories and methods (with a particular focus on archives). She’s the author of Bisexual Spaces (2002), Why Stories Matter (2011) and Considering Emma Goldman (2018), and editor of nine edited volumes and special issues on these themes.
Ayesha Khan is a Senior Research Fellow at the Gender Equality and Social Inclusion programme at ODI, a global affairs research institute based in the UK. She leads GESI's research on social movements, and backlash to feminism. Her current thematic areas of interest are feminist movements, women’s political participation and democratization. Ayesha's book The Women’s Movement in Pakistan: Activism, Islam and Democracy was published in 2018. She has published in leading academic journals and has served on the governing bodies of advocacy NGOs in Pakistan.
Madeleine Pape (she/her/hers) is a sociologist and Maître Assistante FNS Ambizione at the University of Lausanne’s Institute of Social Sciences and Centre for Gender Studies. Following her career as an Olympic athlete, Madeleine obtained her PhD in Sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. An Ambizione grant-holder, Madeleine’s research considers how feminist actors and cisgender women in the US and UK mobilize scientific knowledge as part of efforts to define who belongs in women-only spaces, particularly in response to expanding rights and visibility for transgender people. Madeleine has published her work in leading journals including Social Studies of Science, Gender & Society, Body & Society, and Health Sociological Review and has been supported by the US National Science Foundation, Australian Research Council, Olympic Studies Centre, and Swiss National Science Foundation. Since March 2022, she has been engaged by the International Olympic Committee to support the rollout of the IOC Framework on Fairness, Inclusion and Non-Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity and Sex Variations.
David Paternotte is Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies at the Université libre de Bruxelles, where he is  the Director of the Sociology Institute. After years of research on LGBTQI and feminist activism in Europe, he has studied anti-gender campaigns for the last ten years. He is currently researching anti-wokeism, attacks on academic freedom and reactionary politics of knowledge.
Tomás Ojeda is a Senior Researcher at the University of Lausanne’s Centre for Gender Studies. His research interests lie in the intersection of queer theory, trans, feminist and psychosocial studies, anti-gender politics and conversion practices. His current work focuses on the articulation of depathologising practices and intersectional solidarities in the field of gender-affirming care, particularly in response to the UK’s ‘Cass Review’. Tomás is the editor of Transnational Anti-Gender Politics. Feminist Solidarities in Times of Global Attacks (Palgrave, 2024). 

Alyosxa Tudor is Reader (Associate Professor) in Gender Studies at SOAS, University of London. Their main research interest lies in analysing (knowledge productions on) migrations, diasporas and borders in relation to critiques of Eurocentrism and to processes of gendering and racialisation. They have coined the terms migratization/migratism (2010, 2014) and have been arguing for a critical differentiation migratization/migratism and racialization/racism for more than a decade. Alyosxa has published on these topics with Feminist Review, Feminist Theory, Transgender Studies Quarterly, Ethnic and Racial Studies and Gender, Place and Culture etc. At the moment, they just have submitted their new monograph project The Endurance of the Mare on histories of resilience and (sexual and state) violence in the Eastern borderlands of gender and Europe.
